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DELAWARE MEMORIAL AT VALLEY FORGE. 

An attractive memorial marker, cut from Brandy- 
wine granite, and erected by the State of Delaware to 
commemorate the services of her gallant soldiers of the 
Revolution, was unveiled at Valley Forge Park on 
October 31, 1914, in the presence of a large and dis- 
tinguished assemblage of Delawareans and others. It 
is located on the River Road, on the high ground over- 
looking the Schuylkill Valley, and within easy walking 
distance of "Washington's Headquarters. The inscrip- 
tion, cut in the granite in bold relief, reads : "The State 
of Delaware | erects this marker in memory | of her 
gallant sons who endured | the hardships and privations 
| of the memorable winter | of 1777-1778 on the hills | 
of Valley Forge" |. The act of unveiling was performed 
by Miss Helen Marian Scott, a lineal descendant of 
Surgeon Joshua Clayton, the last President of Dela- 
ware under the constitution of 1776, subsequently Gov- 
ernor for another term, and United States Senator. 
The commission appointed to erect the memorial in- 
cludes Governor Charles R. Miller, ex officio, Hon. 
Henry C. Conrad, John P. Hyatt, ex-Lieut.-Gov. John 
M. Mendenhall, Hon. John A. Barnard and Col. George 
A. Elliott. 

Governor Charles R. Miller presided, who, after 
Right Reverend Frederick J. Kinsman, D.D., LL.D., 
Bishop of Delaware, had offered prayer, said: "We 
have assembled here, my friends, to dedicate this me- 
morial marker, which has been erected by the State of 
Delaware as a tribute to her citizen soldiery who offered 
their lives to their country that the future generations 
of this nation might enjoy the blessings of liberty. 
Looking about us here to-day and observing on every 
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hand abundant evidences of peace and plenty, it is diffi- 
cult for us to realize the terrible hardships our fore- 
fathers here suffered. As long as history shall con- 
tinue to record the deeds of men, the name of Valley 
Forge will recall to memory the noble and patriotic 
spirit which was exhibited by the soldiers of the Con- 
tinental Army, as they bore patiently and with forti- 
tude throughout that long and dreadful winter, the 
sufferings which they endured amidst these hills." 

The Hon. Henry C. Conrad, Associate Justice of the 
Delaware Supreme Court, and Chairman of the Com- 
mission, next formally presented to the Valley Forge 
Park Commission the marker in the following address : 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The little company gathered here today testifies by 
its presence that love of country has a secure abiding 
place in the hearts of the people of Delaware, and that 
the fires of patriotism kindled by Revolutionary sires 
have not been allowed to smoulder or go out, but re- 
main bright, steady and enduring. 

When the contest arose between Great Britain and 
her little thirteen American colonies, scattered along 
the Atlantic seaboard, no voice sounded with clearer 
note against the oppression of the home government 
than that of Ceasar Rodney, and the cause of America 
had no truer or more earnest champions than Dickin- 
son, McKean and Read. In the deliberations of the 
Continental Congress the voice of Delaware was as 
potent as that of Pennsylvania, Virginia or Massa- 
chusetts ; and in those days the men who stood for "the 
three lower counties on Delaware" were of like calibre 
with Adams, Franklin and Patrick Henry. 

In 1775 the population of Delaware was 37,219; of 
these 2000 were slaves, leaving a white population of 
35,219. It is reasonable to assume that one-half of 
these were males and one-fifth of the male population 
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is reckoned as being between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five, and thereby liable for military service. On 
that basis, about 3500 men were competent for the army 
in Delaware at that time, but Judge Whitely calculates 
that Delaware furnished 4728 men to the Eevolutionary 
cause, being over one-fourth of her entire male popula- 
tion. 

Ramsey, the historian, pays the following handsome 
tribute to the service of the Delaware Regiment in the 
Revolution: "The Delaware Regiment was reckoned 
the most efficient in the Continental Army. It went 
into active service soon after the commencement of the 
contest with Great Britain and served through the 
whole of it. 

"Courting danger wherever it was to be encountered, 
frequently forming part of a victorious army, but 
oftener the companions of their countrymen in the 
gloom of disaster, the Delawares fought at Brooklyn, 
at Trenton and at Princeton, at Brandywine and at 
Germantown, at Guilford and at Eutaw, until at length, 
reduced to a handful of brave men, they concluded their 
services with the war in the glorious termination of the 
Southern Campaign. ' ' 

The Delaware Revolutionary line represented the 
flower of the State. 

John Haslet, the Colonel of the First Regiment, fell 
while gallantly leading his troops at Princeton. Edu- 
cated for the Presbyterian ministry, he afterwards 
became a medical practitioner and was a leading citizen 
of Dover at the outbreak of the war. 

Gunning Bedford, the Lieutenant Colonel, was a lead- 
ing member of the New Castle bar and a brother-in-law 
of George Read, the signer of the Declaration. Bedford 
afterwards was elected Governor of Delaware. 

Major Thomas MacDonough of the same regiment 
was also a medical doctor with a large practice. He 
had served with distinction as a member of the General 
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Assembly and for seven years as a Judge of the Dela- 
ware Courts. He was the father of Commodore Thomas 
MacDonough, who served with such bravery and effi- 
ciency in the War of 1812. 

Doctor James Tilton, the Surgeon of the regiment, 
was one of the great doctors of his day. An early 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, he not 
only figured conspicuously in his chosen profession but 
was a man of fine literary ability and in the "War of 
1812 was made Surgeon General of the United States 
Army. 

The First Begiment under command of Col. John 
Haslet was short lived. At the Battle of Trenton where 
many were disabled, the Regiment had been reduced 
from eight hundred to one hundred and twenty-four, 
and, being so depleted in numbers, it was soon after- 
ward disbanded. 

In the summer of 1776 a battalion of Delaware troops 
was formed, largely for home protection, under the 
command of Col. Samuel Patterson, a prosperous miller 
and important man of affairs, who lived near Christiana 
Bridge. This battalion served but a few months. 

Later, a second Delaware Regiment was enlisted and 
placed under the command of Col. David Hall, a lead- 
ing member of the Sussex County bar and a resident 
of Lewes. He also had served as one of the Judges in 
the Delaware Courts. Colonel Hall served less than a 
year, being seriously wounded at Germantown, and 
shortly afterwards retiring from the service. His high 
standing in the community was evidenced afterwards by 
his appointment to the bench and by his election as Gov- 
ernor of the State. The command of the Regiment 
afterwards fell upon Charles Pope, a business man 
from Smyrna, who entered the service as Lieutenant 
Colonel, and Joseph Vaughan, the Major of the Regi- 
ment, for a considerable time was in command. He was 
the ranking officer in the Southern Campaign and was 
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taken prisoner at Camden, S. C. Vaughan was the 
owner of an iron furnace in Western Sussex, and like 
the other officers of the Regiment, was a man of affairs 
and a leading citizen. 

Among the Captains who served in this Regiment, 
known both at the time and since as "the famous Dela- 
ware Regiment, ' ' were John Patten, Robert Kirkwood, 
James Moore and Peter Jacquett. I have not time to 
tell you of their faithful service, of their courage, of 
their self-sacrifice. They were all true soldiers, and 
their records of bravery and endurance went far to- 
wards establishing the high standing that the Regiment 
attained, when, as Ramsay says, "The Delaware Regi- 
ment was reckoned the most efficient in the Continental 
Army. ' ' But I must mention Major Nathaniel Mitchell 
and Caleb P. Bennett, a fighting Quaker, both occupy- 
ing positions of responsibility and rendering meritori- 
ous sendee in the Delaware Line and both afterwards 
recognized by the people of Delaware in being elected 
Governor of the State. And brave old Allan McLane 
and Henry Neill, faithful and gallant soldiers whose 
devotion to their State was unsurpassed. 

The Regiment went through the New Jersey Cam- 
paign with "Washington, and with him and the main 
army came to meet Lord Howe when he landed at the 
head of Elk. Under Sullivan and Smallwood the Dela- 
ware line fought at Brandywine and Germantown and 
were still with the main army after Howe had gotten 
safely housed in Philadelphia and Washington had 
ordered the troops into winter quarters at Valley 
Forge. 

With the British army under Howe firmly settled in 
Philadelphia in the fall of 1777, you can understand 
how important it was that they should receive food and 
sustenance from the surrounding country. The rich 
farms of Chester and Lancaster Counties in Pennsyl- 
vania, and in New Castle County in Delaware made un- 
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usual attractive territory for the military marauder 
and the foraging party. In lower Delaware there had 
been, from the beginning of the war, a strong Tory 
sentiment. To guard against the British devastating 
the rich and productive country surrounding Philadel- 
phia and obtaining supplies therefrom, and also to 
prevent the possible coalition of Howe's army with the 
Tory element or British sympathizers, Washington, on 
establishing his winter quarters at Valley Forge in 
December of 1777, despatched Gen. "William Small- 
wood's brigade to Wilmington, Delaware, to constitute 
a southern outpost, and to guard not only the interests 
I have just mentioned, but to watch the shipping in the 
Delaware Biver, capture any stores en route to the 
British army at Philadelphia and give warning of the 
arrival of friendly reinforcement either in the way of 
troops or provisions. 

The following extract from a letter, written by Gen- 
eral Washington from Gulph Mills, dated December 
19, 1777, and addressed to George Bead, then the Presi- 
dent (or Governor) of Delaware State, explains the 
situation. 

"I have received the information, which I have great 
reason to believe is true, that the enemy mean to estab- 
lish a post at Wilmington, for the purpose of counte- 
nancing the disaffected in the Delaware State, drawing 
supplies from that country and the lower parts of 
Chester county, and securing a post upon the Delaware 
Biver during the winter. As the advantages resulting 
to the enemy from such a position are most obvious, 
I have determined, and shall accordingly this day send 
off General Smallwood with a respectable Continental 
force, to take a post at Wilmington before him. If Gen- 
eral Howe thinks the place of that importance to him, 
which I conceive it is, he will probably attempt to dis- 
possess us of it ; and as the force, which I can at present 
spare, is not adequate to making it perfectly secure, I 
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expect that you will call out as many militia as you 
possibly can, to rendezvous without loss of time at Wil- 
mington, and put themselves under the command of 
General Smallwood. I shall hope that the people will 
turn out cheerfully, when they consider that they are 
called upon to remain within and defend their own 
State." 

Smallwood 's encampment at Wilmington occupied, 
so tradition says, the highland between Delaware Ave- 
nue and the Brandywine, and Franklin and Clayton 
Streets. This land is now well within the city limits, 
but in 1777 it was a mile away from the built-up town. 
Those familiar with the location will be impressed with 
the eligibility of the site, the fine view of the country 
to the eastward and of the Delaware Kiver with its 
passing craft, so General Smallwood with his brigade, 
including the Delaware Regiment, selected wisely his 
winter quarters, and from that location carried out the 
objects intrusted to him by Washington. From that 
camp reconnoitering parties were sent in various direc- 
tions. 

From a report of General Smallwood to General 
Washington, dated at Pennsborough, June 5, 1778, we 
also glean the following interesting data: "I had 
Intelligence yesterday afternoon from Newcastle, that 
upwards of one Hundred sail of Transport Ships lay 
off reedy Point, the Admiral off New Castle, & that 
upwards of fifty sail more passed down yesterday. I 
have not heard from that Quarter to Day; I have un- 
derstood that a draft of Marines from each armed 
Vessel was ordered up to Philadelphia, and Capt. Rum- 
ford informed me four sloops very full of Men had 
passed up the Day before yesterday. I have heard that 
most of the Transports have come down, & that only 
some Ships of Force remain above. I imagine the 
Enemy have few Effective Men on Board their Fleet, 
& cannot have in view the destruction of our Stores, 
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am therefore prepared to march for head Quarters and 
only wait Col. Pope's arrival who I have ordered from 
Wilmington. I shall set off this afternoon or very early 
in the Morning. I have received from Maryland 390 
Stand of good French arms all with Bayonets, the 
Eesidue after Arming the Troops here, I shall endeavor 
to carry up with me. 

"Last Night about 10 O'clock, between the Fort and 
Mouth of Christiana, a Corporal & seven Men posted 
out of Pope 's Party at the Mouth of the Brandiwine as 
a Picquet, attacked and took a Sloop loaded with 300 
Bushells of Salt, nine Barrels Limes, two Chests of Tea, 
twenty four Barrells Flour, several Turtle, &c, &c. 
Commandant & owner David Shoemaker, cleared from 
Philadelphia for New York; I have order 'd Pope to 
send her up to Christianna, in charge of an Officer & 
six Men, with directions to store securely, & Inventory 
the Cargo, & wait for further Orders. ' ' " ' ' 

Capt. Enoch Anderson, who served as an officer 
both in the Haslet and Hall Regiments, was at the 
Smallwood encampment and relates interesting recol- 
lections of his personal experiences while with the Dela- 
ware Beginient. These recollections have been pub- 
lished by the Historical Society of Delaware. He 
speaks of several scouting parties conducted by him to 
New Castle and points lower on the river and of the 
capture of British flatboats and parties hunting pro- 
visions. Capt. Bobert Kirkwood, in the orderly book 
kept by him, noted the arrival of the Delaware Begi- 
ment at Wilmington on December 21, 1777. At that 
time it was composed of twenty-nine commissioned 
officers, five non-commissioned officers and three hun- 
dred and fifty-one privates. 

After remaining there for some months, Smallwood 's 
brigade, including the Delaware Begiment, marched to 
Valley Forge and formed part of the encampment there. 
While here they seem to have formed part of General 
Stirling's division and from the best information ob- 
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tainable they were encamped on the high ground west 
of the Valley Creek, opposite the headquarters and 
beyond the dam. It was not deemed desirable to place 
the Delaware Marker on the site of the encampment, 
but through the courtesy of the Valley Forge Park 
Commission the site was chosen where we are as- 
sembled today, and your committee are of opinion that 
we were fortunate in obtaining so commanding and 
eligible a location. 

To this place, then, today we bring a Marker of gran- 
ite, quarried from the blue rocks of the Brandywine, 
which for centuries has been rooted in Delaware soil 
and formed part and parcel of that gallant little State 
which was the first to accept and adopt that venerated 
constitution of 1787, whereby Delaware became the first 
in the sisterhood of states, and led the way to the actual 
founding of the United States of America. And here 
by the placid waters of the Schuylkill we set up our 
Marker as a testimonial of deepest love and veneration 
to the brave oificers and men who for eight years of 
contest and endeavor, of hardship and privation, fought 
as only men could fight whose lives and fortunes and 
sacred honor were pledged to break the bonds of 
tyranny, and secure to themselves and those who should 
come after them the blessed heritage of freedom. And 
no spot could be more sacred to the cause of American 
freedom than that on which we stand, Valley Forge. 
Here in the darkest hour of the Revolutionary struggle 
the heroic Washington and his faithful followers sat 
with the shadow of defeat and the pall of despair about 
them and waited with wavering hope and fear for the 
dawn of the morning that might turn the tide of battle. 
And in his own good time the god of battles gave the 
victory to the right. 

Most of my life has been spent within the boundaries 
of the little State whose name is engraven on this stone, 
and to her my allegiance has been given ; but in return 
I have received much more than I have given. I would 
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indeed be ungrateful did I not love the State that has 
sheltered me since early childhood, and regard "with 
deepest affection her history her traditions and her 
people; but standing in this place I am reminded that 
only a few miles to the northward from here my mother 
was born, and her forbears for generations breathed 
the air that floated across the valley hills. Across the 
river yonder to the southeast my Dutch ancestry settled 
in the days of Penn, and both family lines trace back 
to the early settlers of Germantown. And to the 
Schuylkill Valley I came in younger days to claim one 
who shared with me the closest ties of life and who 
wore with dignity the badge of wifehood, the mother of. 
my children. So that in my mind today there are hal- 
lowed memories linking the sister states of Delaware 
and Pennsylvania. 

"We are here today representing the State of Dela- 
ware, a State whose existence begun in 1776, one 
hundred and thirty-eight years ago. Four generations 
of men have come and gone since the bugle of the 
Revolutionary soldier rang across these hills. We 
live quiet lives in the seclusion of our Delaware homes. 
We are a little community at peace with ourselves and 
with our neighbors. We have not accomplished great 
things with the passing of the years, but we are proud 
of our past, and of the record that our State has made 
in field and council, in war and peace. 

Our soldiers have been brave, our statesmen patri- 
otic, our women gentle and dutiful, our children 
obedient and loyal; but no page of our history is 
brighter than the page that chronicles the bravery, the 
devotion, the self-sacrifice of the men who marched with 
Washington in "the days that tried men's souls," the 
men in whose memory we unveil today this modest 
memorial, that they who come here from year to year 
may see and know that Delaware has not been unmind- 
ful of the debt she owes to her Revolutionary sires. 

To you Mr. Sayen, the President of the Valley Forge 
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Park Commission, we entrust this Marker, that here 
it may be kept and preserved, that it may tell its story 
not only to the passerby of today, but to the generations 
to come; and may the message it contains prove an 
incentive to better citizenship and loftier patriotism. 

Mr. William Henry Sayen, President of the Valley 
Forge Park Commission, accepted the marker on be- 
half of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
promised that it would be cared for for all time. 

Mr. Philip Howell White, President Delaware State 
Society of the Cincinnati, on being introduced, said in 
part : "We are too apt to forget what we owe to these 
poorly clad and poorly armed and poorly fed men 
whom no temptation in the way of clothing, food or 
gold could draw from their allegiance to their country." 
He referred to the sparsely settled country in those 
days, and described the terrible scenes during the mem- 
orable winter at Valley Forge. 

"These men," he concluded, "were our ancestors, 
and we may well rejoice that they were men of this 
type who were true to the right even when things 
seemed to be going dead wrong. True men make life 
really worth living, not only for themselves, but for 
others, and we owe the liberty and the happiness, which 
we now enjoy to these resolute men whose lives are an 
inspiration to us, and we are glad to show how much 
we appreciate the deeds of those to whom we this day 
dedicate this monument." 

The ceremonies were concluded with the Benediction, 
said by Eev. George Edward Eeed, D.D. 

Chancellor Charles M. Curtis, Col. George A. Elliott, 
Leonard E. Wales, Esq., David J. Bernhardt, Esq., 
William W. Knowles, Esq., George W. Sparks, Frank 
J. Williams, Daniel W. Corbit and S. Warren Hall, of 
Delaware ; William A. Patton, J. P. Hale Jenkins, Dr. 
John W. Jordan, and S. S. Hartranft, of the Valley 
Forge Park Commission, also participated in the cere- 
monies. 



